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  Focusing On Our Secrets     
(Jerry Fite) 

 
 

 e may hide our secrets 
from other people, but 
we never hide them 

from God.  Every creature is not 
only seen by God, but “all things 
are naked and laid open before 
the eyes of Him with whom we 
have to do” (Hebrews 4:13).  
Mankind will give answer to God, 
“…in the day when God shall 
judge the secrets of men, accord-
ing to my gospel, by Jesus Christ” 
(Romans 2:16).  Since we are not 
hiding any secrets from God, and 
these secrets will be exposed by 
the Omniscient Almighty, it is 
wise to focus on our secrets be-
fore the Judgment of the last day.  
 
         What we do in secret has 
much to say about our true char-
acter.  D.L. Moody once de-
scribed “character” as “what a 
man is in the dark”.  Others have 
hit on the same vein of thought by 
describing character as “what you 
do when no one else is looking”.  
Nathaniel may have thought he 
was all alone when under a fig 
tree, and only accompanied by his 
inward thoughts; but Jesus not 
only saw him, but more im-
portantly, saw through him.  Jesus 
describes Nathaniel as “an Israel-
ite indeed, in whom is no guile!” 
(John 1:47).   Jesus sees Na-
thaniel as a man living up to the 
name “Israel”, as one “ruled by 

God”.  In this man was no 
“guile” or deceit.  What he was 
on the outside was consistent with 
his secret thoughts on the inside.  
 
         We should always focus 
first on our secret thoughts.  Jesus 
exhorted the hypocrites among the 
Jewish leaders to “cleanse first 
the inside of the cup and of the 
platter, that the outside thereof 
may become clean also” (Mat-
thew 23:26).  When we focus on 
improving the character of our se-
cret thoughts, improved actions 
will follow.  Those who live the 
life of the hypocrite need to heed 
Jesus’ exhortation.  In reality, hy-
pocrisy begins from within.  Je-
sus, commenting on the hypo-
crites of His day, says, “Even so 
ye also outwardly appear right-
eous unto men, but inwardly ye 
are full of hypocrisy and iniquity 
(Matthew 23:28). If one is deter-
mined to not allow a secret place 
for hypocrisy to exist inwardly, he 
will not be carrying out the farce 
in public.  
 
         We should always keep our 
secrets pure.  Remember, Jesus 
says “cleanse” the inside of the 
cup and plater.  All sexual impu-
rity begins with evil thoughts.  Je-
sus explains as to what truly de-
files the man: “for from within, 
out of the heart of men evil 

thoughts proceed, fornica-
tion…adulteries…and all these 
evil things proceed from within, 
and defile the man” (Mark 7:21-
22).  The lustful look of a man,  
fantasizing in secret of a sexual 
relationship with a woman, not 
only defiles the inward man with 
adultery occurring in the heart, 
but fuels the fire that leads to 
adultery and fornication in the 
flesh.      
 
         Our secrets should also be 
true and in accordance with God.  
Paul could call upon God as a wit-
ness to what he was truly think-
ing.  “God is witness” that Paul 
was not disguising covetousness 
(I Thessalonians 1:5).  Paul’s in-
ward “longings of tenderness” 
was that to which Paul could ap-
peal to God “as my witness” (Phi-
lippians 1:8).  Any hypocrite can 
appeal to God as a witness.  To 
make such an appeal, knowing 
what is being proclaimed as truth 
is exactly how God sees it, is es-
pecially significant.  Only you can 
work on your secret thoughts.  
Keep focusing by praying David’s 
sentiment: “Let…the meditation 
of my heart be acceptable in thy 
sight” (Psalm 19:14).  Improve 
the character of your secrets, and 
you will improve the character of 
your life.     
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